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STATE OF EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, beginning on January 27, 2009, conditions within the
Commonwealth of Kentucky resulting from a snow and ice storm have created a danger
to public health and safety and have threatened public and private property in multiple
counties statewide; and

WHEREAS, substantial power outages across the state have already occurred
with the potential for additional damage due to the continued threat of freezing rain, snow
and flooding; and

WHEREAS, state and local governments have agreed to share responsibility for
protection of public health, safety, and security as well as for protection of public and
private property and to take appropriate actions to ensure the provision of essential public
services; and

WHEREAS, The Commonwealth of Kentucky has the ability to provide the
equipment, manpower and communication systems to accommodate these requests, and

can request assistance from other states if needed through the Emergency Management
Assistance Compact (EMAC);

NOW, THEREFORE, I, STEVEN L. BESHEAR, Governor of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky, by virtue of authority vested in me by the Constitution of
Kentucky and by Chapter 39A of the Kentucky Revised Statutes, do hereby declare that a
state of emergency exists in Kentucky and do hereby ORDER and DIRECT that:

1. The Division of Emergency Management within the Department of Military
Affairs shall execute the Kentucky Emergency Operations Plan and, from the
Kentucky Emergency Operations Center, shall coordinate the response and relief
activities of all state agencies and private relief organizations in response to this
emergency.
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The Adjutant General is authorized to issue active duty orders for the mobilization
of such National Guard personnel and equipment as he may determine to protect
life and safety and to continue essential public services and to prevent undue loss
and suffering.

3. All state agencies shall coordinate any and all public information and emergency
information activities and releases related to this emergency and the response
efforts of state agencies with the Division of Emergency Management.

4. All state agencies shall provide any personnel required for the staffing of the
Kentucky Emergency Operations Center or other command, control and
coordination points as may be designated by the Division of Emergency
Management and shall provide such personnel, equipment and other resources
needed to protect life and property and to ensure continuation of essential public
services.
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The Finance and Administration Cabinet is directed to fund the urgent operational
or response costs of the Division of Emergency Management and the unbudgeted
expenditures and obligations of other state agencies that are incurred in response
to this emergency and in executing the provisions of this Executive Order.

The Division of Emergency Management is authorized to request such federal
assistance as may be available to minimize human suffering and restore essential
services to the public through local governments resulting from this emergency.

The Division of Emergency Management shall consult with federal, state and
local officials to determine the need for emergency shelters for surviving families
and shall coordinate with local school boards and other organizations to determine
the availability of schools and other facilities to be used as shelters during this
emergency.

Transportation on and access to any and all public roadways in the affected areas
may be restricted or prohibited in the interest of public health and safety.

The Kentucky Community Crisis Response Board (KCCRB), upon direction from
Kentucky Emergency Management, will activate their network of trained
counselors to provide crisis response services to citizens in the affected areas.
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